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Introduction
Mediation is a voluntary process in which separating couples meet with an independent person (a trained 
Mediator) to assist them in making arrangements for their future, to discuss their situation and assist 
them in coming to an agreement, where possible, in respect of matters relating to the breakdown of their 
relationship, financial matters or matters relating to the children.

The benefits of mediation are:

• The Mediator does not take sides but acts as a neutral and impartial third party. The Mediator’s role is to allow you to make  
the decisions.

• It is not marriage counseling or legal advice or legal representation.  Each party is advised to consider seeking independent legal 
advice during the process of mediation but all the same issues can be dealt with as through the Court process.

• The process is confidential, although allegations of child abuse may be disclosed to the local Social Services Department and 
financial information between the parties is shared openly. Participants are encouraged to consider the welfare, wishes and 
feelings of any children.

• Mediation can always be terminated if either participant does not wish to continue at any time.  Either party would then be at 
liberty to institute court proceedings – but in practice this seldom proves necessary.

• It is typically less costly and time consuming than pursuing the issue through the Court process.

Other benefits may include:

• Improved communication for the future

• Improved communication and co-operation as parents to your children for the future

• Helping you both with ‘parenting after parting’

• Helping to focus on your children’s best interests and welfare for the future

• Reduced conflict

It is a very flexible process. The mediation can be held at any time to suit the parties during the normal business day and, in 
appropriate circumstances, at other times by prior arrangement with the mediator
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What does it cost and how long does it take?
Legal Aid is available for mediation.

If you are eligible for Legal Aid this will be assessed at the outset.  There will be an initial meeting to see whether mediation is 
suitable for you as a couple and to determine whether either of you qualify for Legal Aid.

If you do not satisfy the financial eligibility requirements for Legal Aid you can still use mediation but will obviously have to pay 
privately for the cost.  However, it is often significantly cheaper than attempting to resolve matters through the Court system which 
can, even in reasonably straightforward cases be expensive and protracted.

The cost for a mediation are as follows:

ASSESSMENT MEETING COST:-

• If either or both persons are eligible for Legal Aid – all fees all charged to the Legal Aid agency
• Neither person eligible for Legal Aid – the charge is £90 per person or £135 for a joint meeting plus VAT

MEDIATION SESSION COST:-

After the assessment meeting, if it is suitable to proceed with mediation the fees will be:

• Both persons eligible for Legal Aid – fees all charged to Legal Aid agency
• In all other cases £110 per hour plus VAT, per person 

The sessions normally last one and a half hours.  Several sessions are not uncommon but more or less may be needed.  You 
decide how many sessions are needed as you go along.

Any additional work you ask the mediator to carry out will be charged at £110 per hour, plus VAT.

To find out more about how we can help you, please contact us:

• Phone: 01427 610761
• Fax:  01427 610761
• Email: enquiries@burtondyson.com
• Web:  www.burtondyson.com


